Machine Operator KEVIN DOWNES of Magnolia,
Kevin Downes Ohio, knows the firewood business.
‘Twenty years ago, he and his father

Log Handler started out with a firewood splitter

None .
mounted on a farm tractor. Five years

Time ago, they purchased a Timberwolf

21 min. 43 sec. firewood processor from Brownwood

Sales in nearby Sandusky to meet the
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Cords Processed increasing demand. Tom Brown,

1.5 president of the dealership, felt that
Cords/Hour Kevin would be the perfect person to
4.1 take the controls of the Timberwolf

Pro MP machine this year. For his
part, Tom operated the grapple
loader and kept an eye on his
machine. Even though Kevin was
used to a different model, he adapted
quickly to the Pro MP. “T'he controls
are the same, but they moved two
levers, so I had to remember that. I
just had to pay attention and make
sure I went for the right lever so [
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Timberwolf Pro MP

didn’t lose any time.”

Kevin and Tom had no difficulties
in moving the 5,500-pound machine
through the mud into the competi-
tion area. Kevin lowered the 8-foot
live deck with the electric winch,
while Tom moved the grapple loader
in place with the 15 logs. While the

“I really love these shows
where you can actually see
the machinery running.
Hopefully, I'll be out there
next time around.”—Kevin Downes

36-hp Yanmar diesel engine warmed
up, Tom loaded as many logs as the
deck could hold, and then waited for
the signal to start.

T'he Pro MP is a fully hydraulic
mill with no automated features. The



length gauge for the blocks is a
hanging chain. When the log
touches the chain, it is in posi-
tion to be cut to length. The
Timberwolf clamps the log for
cutting with an hourglass-shaped
top roller that keeps a constant
pressure on the log as it moves
forward on the infeed conveyer.
T'his helps keep the log cen-
tered on the cutting deck and
clamps the log while the 0.404
commercial harvester bar cuts
oft the block of firewood. Kevin
says he is impressed by how
tough these chain saw bars are,
and that he typically runs for
two days between sharpenings
when using the machine full-
time. “I can swap out the chain
in less than 5 minutes, and
always keep spares on hand in
case | hit dried mud or a rock.”
He felt that using a knuckle-
boom loader instead of a forklift
helped keep the logs cleaner

A PARTICIPANT IN

and his blade sharper throughout
the competition.

The 6-second cycle time on
the log splitter kept up its pace
throughout the event, as Kevin
advanced the wood and con-
trolled the saw with one hand
and the splitter with the other,
keeping both in operation at the
same time. Kevin used the
optional 6-way wedge for the
event, and with the hydraulic
adjustment, kept it centered on
the logs to keep a consistent size
of firewood moving up the out-
feed conveyer for the 21 min-
utes, 43 seconds, that it took to
process the 15 logs into a cord
and a half of firewood.

The wood flowed through
the machine with no hang-ups or
jams, and the team did not take
any time-outs. Kevin says that
the crooked logs posed no prob-
lems. “These logs at the compe-
tition were pretty optimal to

make firewood,” he sald As far
as the competition itself, he said,
“I really love these shows where
you can actually see the machin-
ery running. Hopefully, I'll be
out there next time around.”
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2 & 5 Year Limited Warranties
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Rugged, Hard-Working, Dependable
*Premium Quality — Accurate, stable 4-Post design
* Proud Heritage — Serving America’s Sawyers since 1929
* Broad Selection — Weekend to full-time sawyer
*Best Consumer Protection — 30-Day FREE Trial,

1 O YES! Rush my FREE FACT KIT on TimberKing Bandsaw lels}

4 Models -
from Hobby to

Super-Pro

THOMAS Firewood Processor
16”diameter/12’ long log. Powered by 31hp VanGuard
engine. Heavy duty 81X infeed chain, greasable bear-
ings, easy access panels. 7' power log table. Outfeed
conveyor. 4-way wedge, Hydraulic run chainsaw bar,
foot pedal operation. Optional 6-way wedge.

Price starting at

$6,750.00

l Address
1 ciy/sioe/zip

Also by THOMAS

* Mill Model 8020

**Prices subject to change without notice

e Mill Model 6013
Starting at
$5,500.00

* Mill Model 2411
$3,995.00

* Edger $6,995.00

* Log Arch $575.00

1 TimeerKine, Dept. ZA92 PO. Box 34284, Kansas Cify, MO 64120

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-942-4406::.

www.timberking.com
L-_--_H--___—-__--_—_-‘-__‘

----.

THOMAS BANDSAW MILLS ¢ 207-722-3505
PO Box 95, Brooks, ME 04921
thomasmills@fairpoint.net ¢ www.thomasbhandsawmills.com
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