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THE FIREWOOD Competition is a
great place to learn about machines.
Paul Mc Cann and his two sons
learned a hard lesson about aerody-
namics and that tents make excellent
sails. “I tied everything (the tent
ropes) to my splitters, like I do at every
show,” he later recalled. The 445-
pound Super Split log splitters did not
stand a chance against the high winds
that swept through the exposition area
the night before, and the Mc Canns
worked to salvage whatever the previ-
ous night’s wind storm had left of their
tent, and recover their log splitters that
had been overturned and dragged
through the mud by the canvas sails.
Fortunately the tough little machines
were not seriously damaged, and by
that afternoon they wheeled one over
to the Firewood Competition area for
the demonstration.

The Super Split is an interesting
piece of mechanics and does with

inertia what the other machines do
with brute hydraulic strength. Rather
than turn a hydraulic pump to multi-
ply the force of the engine, the Super
Split uses a pair of 72-pound fly-
wheels powered by a 6-hp Subaru
Robins engine. When the operator
lifts the control lever, a rack engages a
pinion gear and uses the momentum
of the flywheels to advance the log
into the wedge. The machine then
completes the cycle by automatically
retracting the rack while bringing the
flywheel back up to its normal 300
rpms.

If that explanation is a bit much,
suffice it to say that the machine has a
3-second cycle time. In nearly every
case, one cycle gave a clean split, but
where knots were involved, a second
hit was all it needed to pop the wood
apart. The wedge is shorter and thin-
ner than most and takes the path of
least resistance through the grain—fur-
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ther reducing the amount of power required for a
split. Paul is proud of his machine, boasting that
“the only person who’s going to beat me on that
machine is the guy who buys one.”

Lifting the pieces onto the splitter was the
biggest problem for Paul. “There were a couple of
times when I really had to grunt. If you can get it up
on the machine, it will push it through the wedge.”
The optional sorting table reduced the amount of
lifting when pieces needed to be re-split. His son
Evan managed to keep pace, offbearing the split
wood and pushing it through the target holes. For
his part, Paul kept the pieces on the small side so
that only a few had to go back through the splitter.
With the fast cycle time, even these took only a few
seconds. Clearly, these two had spent a lot of hours
working together with the machine. When the final
piece of the half cord of wood went through the tar-
get hole, the timekeeper’s stop watch clicked off at
30 minutes, 49 seconds.

Paul noted that when he initially purchased the
company in 1991 the biggest customer for the
Super Split was commercial firewood producers,
but that now a lot of people buy them for personal
use. Both groups showed their interest at the
Firewood Competition, and several of the
machines went home to new owners after the
event. ■
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Durable, Productive Equipment from

FARM TRACTOR
LOGGING WINCHES
Available in 8 models from 17
to 200 HP. Three-point hitch
hook-up. All models have drum
brakes and drum locks for even
coiling of the cable. Farmi winch-
es even have production-enhanc-
ing features such as upper and
lower snatch blocks and a mod-

ular winch mechanism. The famous Farmi clutch system
grips and releases smoothly. 

The Valby chippers are mount-
ed on the three-point hitch of
farm tractors. This enables
easy transport and maneu-
vering in woodlots. The Valby
chippers produce uniform
chips which can be sold for
burning, animal bedding,
landscaping, pulp or mulch.
The chippers can handle

residue from logging, land
clearing and gardening. 

MODEL MAX. CAPACITY HP RANGE
CH 140 6 1/4˝ diam. 17-40
CH 160 6 1/4˝ diam. 20-50
CH 260 10 1/4˝ diam. 40+

SAWMILL CHIPPER WITH PULLEY:
CH 250 OEM 18˝ wide slabs
Hydraulically powered chipper for skid steer mounting:
CH 140HMD 6 1/4˝ diam. Min.23 gpm

@2000 psi
oil flow

NORTHEAST IMPLEMENT CORPORATION
P.O. BOX 402, SPENCER NY 14883

TEL (607) 589-6160 www.northeastimplement.com

FORWARDER  TRAILERS
Forwarder trailers for farm
tractors with or without
knuckleboom loaders. Up to
ten-ton load capacity on the 
trailer. The Bogie axles can be
equipped with hydraulic
brakes. Heavy duty everything!
KNUCKLEBOOM LOADERS —
Several loader models are
available for the trailers. The
loaders can also be mounted on farm tractors and trucks.
The loaders are available with hydraulic outrigger legs and
many have a seat for the operator.

The only winch 
in the world with a 
5-YEAR WARRANTY 
ON THE CLUTCH!

DISK CHIPPERS
These self-feeding 
chippers are perfect for
slabs and edgings!

This is the 
trailer for full-

time users!

NORTHEAST IMPLEMENT

FREE
BOOKLET!

Send your name and
address for a FREE
copy of the “Farmi

Tree Harvesting
Method” booklet!

The Super Split is an interesting piece
of mechanics and does with inertia
what the other machines do with
brute hydraulic strength.
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